General Mobilization of Austria
of the military leaders had carried the day; but those
of Austria-Hungary and Germany resorted to arms
without knowledge of the decision simultaneously taken
by Russia. Pourtales's telegram reached the Wilhelm-
strasse after BerchtokTs refusal (finally approved by
Berlin) of any negotiation on the basis of the taking of a
pledge together with the suspension of military operations.
It arrived after Austria's decision (which Germany had
suggested) to create a casus foederis by mobilization: a
decision which must inevitably lead to the German
army's immediate participation in the conflict in support
of her ally against the Russian danger.
Pourtales's telegram came in the nick of time,, and
enabled the Berlin Government to redress the balance of
the situation, which since the previous day had devel-
oped very much to its detriment: it proclaimed "the
state of threatening danger of war/' which was to be
followed by mobilization within the next forty-eight hours,
leading "inevitably to war"; and it made this proclamation
as a counter-measure in reply to the Russian step.(i5)
The telegram in which the German Chancellor con-
veyed the news to London contained the following clause;
"in spite of the mediation in progress, which apparently
offers prospects of success."(i6) What Bethmann-Holl-
weg here referred to as "the mediation in progress"
were the offers which he had himself officially rejected;
and the apparent "prospects of success" were Austria's
refusal to break off her action against Serbia and her
intention to increase the demands contained in her
ultimatum to that country.
To sum up, the sequence of events can hardly justify a
judgment that the Russian mobilization was the final
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